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Abstract:

This study examines the challenges facing European
strategies to import gas from the Eastern Mediterranean,
amid the European Union’s efforts to diversify energy
sources and reduce dependence on Russian gas. It
analyzes existing and proposed projects for transporting
gas to Europe, including the EastMed pipeline and
connection routes through Egypt and Turkey. The study
highlights the economic and technical obstacles related to
high infrastructure costs, investment difficulties, and the
complexity of offshore pipeline construction. It shows
that Europe’s reliance on Eastern Mediterranean gas
depends not only on available reserves, but also on stable
and efficient export routes. The study also underlines
those geopolitical tensions, particularly the Turkish-
Cypriot dispute, the Gaza conflict, and great power
competition, limit the prospects of turning this gas into a
reliable European supply source. It further indicates that
Egypt currently represents the most realistic export route
through its LNG facilities at Idku and Damietta.The study
concludes that Eastern Mediterranean gas can contribute
to European energy security, but only as a complementary
source rather than a full strategic alternative. The success
of this option depends on the ability of Europe and
regional states to overcome political, economic, and
technical constraints.

Keywords: Eastern Mediterranean, European energy
security, Natural gas, EastMed, LNG, Geopolitical
challenges.
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! pier Paolo Raimondi Raimondi, Natural Gas in Italy: Features and Perspectives in Light of Russia’s War in
Ukraine, Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAl), September 28, 2022 p. 31.

2 |bid., p. 34

3 Euractiv.com with AFP, Gas fields and tensions in the eastern Mediterranean, Euractiv, October 26, 2020.
Available at:Gas fields and tensions in the eastern Mediterranean - Euractiv (Accessed 11 January 2026).
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18 Theodorus Tsakiris, Sinan Ulgen, and Ahmet K. Han, Gas Developments in the Eastern

Mediterranean: Trigger or Obstacle for EU-Turkey Cooperation?, Op.Cit, p. 24.

1% Oded Eran, Dan Vardi, and Itamar Cohen, Political Feasibility of Israeli Natural Gas Exports to

Turkey, Institute for National Security Studies (INSS), November 2014, p. 3.

20 ||lhan Sagsen, Turkey-TRNC Natural Gas Pipeline to Change Geopolitical Balance in E.Med, Anadolu

Agency, 26 December 2019. Available at : Turkey-TRNC natural gas pipeline to change geopolitical

balance in E.Med ( Accessed 30 January 2026).
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Source: Ali Pourbozorgi and Tahir Celik, Cyprus Natural Gas: Alternatives Evaluation, research paper, Eastern
Mediterranean University, Government of Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus p. 11.

21 Tahir Celik and Ali Pourbozorgi, Cyprus Natural Gas Evaluation Alternatives, Gazimagusa, April
2014, p.3.

22 Financial Mirror, CYPRUS: Gas pipeline to connect occupied north with Turkey under discussion, 25
November 2019, Available at : Financial Mirror dot com - CYPRUS: Gas pipeline to connect occupied
north with Turkey under discussion ( Accessed 30 January 2026).

23 Ali Pourbozorgi and Tahir Celik, Pipeline, CNG Top Cyprus Gas Export Options, Oil & Gas Journal, 3
November 2014. Available at : Pipeline, CNG top Cyprus gas export options | Qil & Gas Journal (
Accessed 30 January 2026).

24 Mitra Khaksar, Mir Mohammad Ali Malakoutian, Vahid Najafi Moghaddam Gilani, and Reza
Salehfard, Analysis of Natural Gas Transportation Prices from Cyprus to Turkey, published in
Computational Research Progress in Applied Science & Engineering 7, no. 1, 2021, p.2.
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